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Warm welcome for new Bishop 


by Sarah Meyrick 

THE new Bishop of Oxford is to be 
the Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft, who is 
currently the Bishop of Sheffield. 

Bishop Steven, who is 58, will 
move to the Diocese over the 
summer and take up office in the 
early autumn. 

He has a passion for mission and 
evangelism and for finding creative 
ways of sharing the Gospel and 
will be known to many people as 
the co-author of the Emmaus and 
Pilgrim courses, both of which are 
resources to help people engage 
with the Christian faith. 

He holds a number of national 
roles, serving on the Archbishops 
Council and chairing the Ministry 
Council of the Church of England, 
and has been a member of the 
House of Lords since 2013. 

Bishop Steven has personal 
connections with Oxford: he is 
a graduate of Worcester College, 
Oxford, and met and married his 
wife Ann in the city. The family 
lived in Oxford from 2004 until 
2009 when Bishop Steven was 
leading ‘Fresh Expressions’, an 
initiative aimed at encouraging 
new forms of church for the 21st 
century. 

Bishop Steven was greeted with 
applause by staff in the cafe at 
the new Church House Oxford on 
12 April at the very moment that 
the news was announced by 10 
Downing Street. 

“Please pray for me and I will 
pray for you,” he said. “Please 
pray for the gifts of humility, 
gentleness, and joy, for courage and 


for wisdom. Pray that my heart 
may daily be enlarged to love this 
Diocese and all its people.” 

He went on to say: “It is a great 
honour to be nominated as the 
next Bishop of Oxford. A great 
trust has been committed to my 
charge, to lead this Diocese and to 
serve these communities.” 

He paid tribute to Bishop John, 
who retired in 2014, describing 
him as a friend, adding that 
he previously succeeded him 
as Warden of Cranmer Hall, in 
Durham. 

Bishop Steven thanked Bishop 
Colin for his leadership during the 
vacancy, and said how much he was 
looking forward to working with 
him, Bishop Andrew and Bishop 
Alan. 

He outlined his three priorities 
for his ministry as the Bishop 
of Oxford: children and young 
people, serving the poorest in our 
communities and encouraging lay 
discipleship. 

After the announcement at 
Church House, Bishop Steven 
spent the day on a whistlestop tour 
of the diocese, meeting people in 
each of our four archdeaconries. 

See pages eight and nine for 
photographs of the day. 



For more about Bishop 
Steven see www.oxford. 
anglican.org/newbishop 
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News 


All are welcome as our churches feature in a BBC documentary 


ON a sunny winters day, a huge crowd 
gathered at St Bartholomews in Yarnton, 
Oxfordshire for the baptism of two boys. 
There is nothing unusual about that. 
However, the vicar, the Revd Nathan 
Jarvis and the preacher, the Rt Revd Alan 
Wilson, the Bishop of Buckingham, had 
invited a BBC film crew. No pressure to 
get the liturgy right then! 

The BBC were filming a programme 
about how immigration, social change and 
the rise of the super church’ are shaping 
contemporary Christianity. The editor 
wanted to find a quintessential English 
church that looked, well, like a church. St 
Bartholomew’s fits that description. Often 
modern churches meet in warehouses, 
converted industrial buildings and rented 
spaces. One congregation featured in 
the film are worshipping in a tent. (The 
Latimer Minster which is based on a farm 
in Buckinghamshire.) 

Nathan said: “This struck me as a great 
idea. No crumbling walls, no faculty 
applications, and no endless fund-raising 
to keep the roof on. 


“The programme examined different 
styles of worship and different approaches 
to scripture, culture and welcome. It 
attempted to tackle the ‘hot potato’ issues 
and touched on gay marriage as one issue 
that divides opinion. It was refreshing to 
hear the Pentecostal minister saying that 
all are welcome, that no-one is pre-judged 
or cast out. 

“Welcome is something we take seriously 
here. We are a growing church, the only 
place of worship in the village. We need 
to be genuinely open to all. This is easier 
said than done.” Nathan said some of the 
growth had come from new members 
who may not have felt welcome in other 
churches. 

He said: “How comfortable would you be 
if a same-sex couple started to hold hands 
during the prayers? How would you feel 
if someone with a mental illness started 
shouting in the middle of a service? What 
could we do to make sure the only person 
of colour in a congregation felt accepted? 

It is more than saying ‘good morning’ and 
shoving a hymn book and pew sheet into 


Girls wanted for a new choir 


OXFORD’S Merton College is setting up a new 
choir for girls from the city and the 
surrounding area. 

The Merton College Girls' Choir will be 
open to girls who, in September 201 6, will 
be in school years 5 to 1 0. Auditions are 
currently taking place and the choir will start 
performing in October. Girls selected will have 
the opportunity to sing in the college’s 1 3th- 
century chapel. They will also have the chance 
to take part in services and concerts in Oxford 
and further afield. Members of the choir will 
meet twice a week, singing Evensong every 
Wednesday during the school term. There will 
be occasional extra commitments during the 
Christmas and Easter holidays. Interested girls 
and their parents/guardians/carers are invited 
to an information evening on Tuesday 26 April, which begins at 6:1 5pm with Choral 
Evensong sung by Merton College Choir, followed by a reception. Auditions will be 
on Saturday 21 May and at other pre-arranged times during summer term. 

For more information contact the Deborah Thimbleby on 01 865 61 6724. www. 
merton.ox.acuk/news/auditions-open-colleges-new-girls-choir 

Photo: John Cairns. 



held 



someone’s hand. 

“We seem to be 
getting some of our 
offering right. We 
are attracting new 
members. We are 
effectively bucking 
the trend, especially 
as our new growth is 
from younger people. 

With cameras keeping 
a safe distance and 
the service going 
smoothly, all was 
well. Looking around 
our church the next 
week during our main service it struck 
me how diverse and different we are. 

Rural ministry can be successful, relevant, 
exciting and challenging. This type of 
ministry is not reserved for the city. 

“Welcome is something I am reflecting 
on with a small group of clergy in this 
diocese. If you would like to be part of 
a wider discussion on how we welcome 
people of difference, please get in touch.” 


Email fr.nathan@yahoo.com to find 
out more. 



Watch the documentary here: http:// 
tinyurl.com/hovv6xw 


Welcome Award at St Mary's 


THE Rt Revd Alan Wilson, the 
Bishop of Buckingham, presents 
a Welcome Award at St Mary’s, 
Church in Radnage. 

The Youth and Child Friendly 
Awards are for congregations 
that have a heart to better 
connect with children and 
young people but aren’t always 
sure how. 


The aim is to take a fresh look 
at the welcome and community 
that we offer to children, young 
people and families, to look at 
what we do with fresh eyes. 




Help save the swifts that may be nesting in your church 


by Chris Mason 

PARTIES of swifts wheeling around a 
church tower uttering their shrill calls, are 
one of the glorious sights and sounds of 
an English summer. These extraordinary 
birds spend their lives on the wing except 
for breeding, when they find and occupy 
niches usually high up in old buildings 
under loose tiles or crevices in stonework. 
Not surprisingly churches are a favourite 
choice of buildings for swifts. 

Swift numbers have declined 
dramatically by as much as 40 per cent in 
20 years in some places. One important 
reason for this is that their traditional 
nest sites are often lost when old buildings 
are renovated or demolished, and new 
buildings being hermetically sealed do not 
offer new nesting places. 

So English parish churches are 
increasingly important to the birds’ 
survival. 50 years ago most of them 
would have been home to nesting swifts. 


Now in North Oxfordshire alone, this is 
approximately one in seven. These are 
likely to disappear as essential repairs 
and maintenance work are carried out; or 
rather they would have disappeared. But 
this could be much less likely as a result of 
help being offered by the Diocese. 

“Swift numbers have 
declined dramatically...” 

The Diocese has agreed that if repairs 
planned for a parish church may affect a 
traditional nest site, the nest place will be 
left intact if that is possible. If that cannot 
be done, efforts will be made to create 
alternatives. 

Also in appropriate cases the Diocese 
will look favourably at proposals to include 
Swifts bricks in buildings where major 
renovations are being undertaken, and 
at the idea of nest boxes being installed 
behind louvred windows. 


Major repairs are already planned for the 
church in Cropredy, where Swifts still nest 
in a wall of the tower and we hope that the 
church (and swifts) will benefit from the 
new agreement. Swifts have also nested 
for many years at the church in Kidlington 
and we hope the same will apply there if 
further repair work is needed there. 

However all this is dependent on one 
thing - knowing which churches in the 
Diocese are being used by swifts. 

So this is a plea to anyone visiting or 
watching swifts in any part of the Diocese 
this summer, to note and report (as below) 
churches where swifts are nesting or 
thought to be nesting. Records from recent 
years are important too. We can check 
them out. 

Chris Mason is the Co-ordinator of the 
Cherwell Swifts Conservation Project. 



Photo: Mark Morton/RSPB 


Report your information 
on swifts to: 

Berkshire: Jan Stannard: jstannard@ 
siteset.co.uk 

Buckinghamshire: Sue Hetherington: 
sue.hetherington.bbc@btinternet.com 
Oxford and Dorchester: Chris Mason: 
chrismasonsw@gmail.com 







News 


Reading Churches celebrate a half marathon 


by Vernon Orr 

ALTHOUGH many can’t 
get to church with the road 
closures and many churches 
cancel their services, lots of 
Reading churches took to 
the streets to cheer on and 
serve the runners and the 
crowds at the annual half 
marathon in April. 

This year more than 5,000 
drinks were given out and 
the churches ran out of 
both water and cups. Some 
runners even had a drink 
of Prosecco to fuel them 
around the course. 



The first drinks station 
on the course is at John 
Madejski Academy in 
Hartland Road where St 
Agnes Church offered water 
and Prosecco. Tim Munday 
and the St Agnes music 
group were belting out live 
contemporary Christian 
worship music. 

On the Shinfield Road, 
by the Sportsman pub, St 
Barnabas Church belted out 
music and encouragement 
from their boombox at their 

Crowds drawn to festival 

CROWDS flocked to the Fusion Youth and 
Community Easter Festival in Reading on Easter 
Sunday. The festival is a smaller version of the 
South Reading Churches Fun Day held each 
summer “One of the features of these festivals is 
that everything is completely free to those who 
come; we do not want anyone to be excluded,” 
says Dr Claire Bankole, National Coordinator of 
Fusion Youth and Community UK. 


All Nations Church 
was on its own patch 
on Berkeley Avenue and 
Senior Pastor Billy Fenning 
says they always have a 
big crowd there and the 
atmosphere is electric 
Lifespring Church, now in 
the Pavilion in Oxford Road 
are also on the oute and 
they had a huge banner on 
the side of their building 
with words from the Bible 
“they shall run and not 
grow weary.” 



drinks station. 

Christians chatted to BBC 
Radio Berkshire live on 
their Sunday morning faith 
show and in London Street, 
Reading, the Family Church 
has a Big PA system with 

with Pastor Scott Taylor on 
the decks blasting out loud 
music and cheering on the 
runners who say that with 
fewer spectators at this 
point, they appreciate the 
encouragement. 


700 acts of kindness in one year 


TO celebrate the 700th anniversary of 
its Charter, Olney residents are being 
challenged to complete 700 acts of kindess 
in 365 days. 

The acts do not have to be huge 
endeavours, but rather something that will 
bless the recipient, enhance their wellbeing 
and create happiness. 

Your act may be as simple as offering to 
hold a door open for someone, or it might 
be something more demanding such as 
digging a friend’s garden, the potential is 
endless. However it should be something 
that is done for free without expectation 
of financial reward. 

Claire Wood, the Rector of Olney, says: 

“To celebrate the granting of our charter 
by Edward II in 1366, to hold a church 
fair (now known as the Cherry Fair), I 
invite you to take part in the Olney Acts 
of Kindness Challenge. Imagine if each 
person, or group in this town were to 
spend the next year in completing acts of 
kindness. The gift to the town and the 

A call to volunteer with 


lives of those who live, work and study in 
Olney would be a remarkable blessing.” 

Claire challenged individuals and 
groups to complete the 700 acts. “I would 
underline that there is no limit on the 
number of acts you may wish to undertake. 
Schools, preschools, nurseries, sports 
clubs, voluntary organisations, businesses, 
churches and individuals are all welcome to 
participate.” 

On Saturday 7 May at 1:30pm 
at St Peter and St PauVs Church is 
holding a special event to celebrate 
the anniversary of the charter, and to 
mark the beginning of the Olney Acts of 
Kindness Challenge. 

Thy kingdom come 

Olney is also taking part in Thy Kingdom 
Come, a national Church of England call 
to prayer in the run up to Pentecost. For 
more details see the Door Way 

the nuns in India 


A CALL for volunteers of all ages to travel to India has been made by the Anglican 
Sisters of the Community of St Mary the Virgin, Wantage, Oxfordshire. 

For nearly 1 50 years the community has had close links with the Indian city of 
Pune, where Sisters from Wantage helped establish three all-age schools, a hostel for 
homeless and neglected girls and young women and a home for elderly women. 

"We are encouraging anyone to volunteer to work alongside any of these wonderful 
institutions," says Sister Stella. "I have just returned from a visit to Pune and seen the 
valuable work being done in testing conditions. Students would have a remarkable 
gap year, while those with experience in teaching and care could offer a great deal 
too. Anyone willing to go and offer support and encouragement could be very 
helpful," she says. 

For more information go to www.csmvonline and search Wantage Overseas. 
Alternatively please contact Sister Stella at the Community of St Mary the Virgin to 
explore further the possibility of volunteering on either 01235 763141 or srstella@ 
csmv.co.uk. 


Hidden treasures discovered in continuing conservation at St Paul's 


HIDDEN treasures have been found 
during full-scale biodiversity surveys that 
started as part of a tree protection plan 
in a Berkshire churchyard. The wildlife 
discovered has included the first Berkshire 
sighting of a ground-bug once thought to 
be extinct. 

A Living Churchyard was initially 
launched in 2014 as part of the 150th 
anniversary celebrations at St Paul’s, 
Wokingham, but has developed into a 
major project in its own right. 

Andy Clark, St Paul’s Churchyard 
manager, said the scheme started when 
an oak tree became infected with a fungus 
and a cypress was brought down in high 
winds, narrowly missing the Grade II 
listed lych-gate, the main road and the 
public footpath. 

Andy was speaking at an open meeting 
in April, where more than 80 people heard 
various specialists talk about the surveys 
and work already carried out, and the 
plans for the future of the churchyard. 

Groups including the Wokingham 
Society, the First Woosehill Scout 
Group the Woodland Trust, the British 
Entomological and Natural History 
Society and the Berks, Bucks and Oxon 
Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) were among 
those involved in the conservation work. 

Tree surgeons had done work on a Cedar 


tree before a biodiversity survey into the 
flora and fauna in the churchyard was 
launched. Altogether 109 flowering plants 
and grasses were identified. These are the 
start of the food chain for the animals that 
live in and around the churchyard. 

Reptiles were surveyed from March to 
October. Slow worms, grass snakes and 
common lizards were identified. Moth 
evenings and other visits from BENHS 
based at Dinton pastures identified 329 
invertebrate species including the first 
sighting in Berkshire of Eremocoris 
fenestratus (a ground bug) and the 
Hairy Fungus Beetle first identified in 
1996 in Reading and now a resident in 
Wokingham. 

An RSPB survey found magpies, doves, 
wood pigeons, robins blue tits and song 
thrushes were residents or regular visitors, 
with wrens, dunnocks, nuthatches, 
backcaps and gold crests as frequent 
visitors. A bat watch discovered the tiny 
soprano and common pipistrelle bats, as 
well as the UK’s largest bat, the noctule, 
regularly flying into the churchyard. 

All of the data has been included on 
iRecord, as part of the British Biodiversity 
Network, a national database on which 
St Paul’s Churchyard has been listed as an 
individual project. 

Andy said: “As a result of our experience, 



a number of other local groups are now 
proposing their own biodiversity surveys 
and may look to St Paul’s for assistance. 

“The next step in the project requires 
specialist professional assistance with 
a full arboreal survey to understand 
the health and value of the trees to the 
churchyard and a planting scheme for 
future inviestment. The church plans 
to use crowd funding, recycling of logs, 
woodchip and compost and maintenance 
of graves, to fund the survey and plan.” 


The St Paul’s Churchyard Working Party 
takes place on the first and third Saturday 
of every month, 9.30am to 3.30pm 
with morning coffee and lunchtime 
refreshments. New volunteers are always 
needed. 

For more information contact Andy on 
andy.clark@btconnect.com or the parish 
office on 01 18 979 2122. http://www. 
stpauls-wokingham.org.uk/ 
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Shine for Sobell 


Volunteer with us - an hour, a day, a week 


COULD YOU SHINE FOR SOBELL? 

Sobell House Hospice shops urgently need your help! 

We are blessed with many loyal volunteers in our network of shops 
around Oxfordshire, but we always need more helping hands. 

Whatever your skills and experience we have something for you! Activities range from serv- 
ing customers, stock preparation & pricing, window displays, assisting customers or scanning 
books through to PAT testing electrical items (following training). 

There is something for everyone and we need someone for everything! 

In return we will give you a chance to meet new people, 
learn new skills, have fun and be part of a highly valued team! 

Our shops & warehouses are in Bicester, Botley, Carterton, Didcot, 

Headington, Kidlington, Oxford, Thame, and Witney 
- all different - all special - just like our Volunteers. 

For more information call 01993 7091 1 1 

or email sobell.shopsldsobellhospice.org for an application form 


We would love to hear from you! 




Registered Charity number 1 1 1 8646 

p SOBELL 

1 HOUSE 


For more information log on to 

www.sobellhouse.org 

or email sobell. shopsldsobellhospice.org 



ST. MARY'S CONVENT 

WANTAGE 


St Mary's Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and flexible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats. Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays. 

Theological Library may be 
available on request. 

For further details please contact: 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, 0X12 9DJ 
Tel: 01235 763141 
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk 
www.csmv.co.uk 




BE 

KNOWN 


You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 30 , 000 , at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes. 

We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 
newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 1 70 , 000 . 

To find out more, contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com 

TD 





Resources 


Win a biblical colouring 

YOU might not have picked 
up any pencil crayons 
since you were a child, but 
colouring books for grown- 
ups have grown in popularity 
over the last year. 

So artist Stu McLellan has 
responded with a Biblical 
version, bringing popular 
verses to life in this brand 
new book from Hodder & 

Stoughton. 

Paula Gooder, New 
Testament Lecturer and 
writer, says: “Meditating 
on scripture can take 
many different forms. One 
wonderful way of doing it is 
through colouring; the patient 
task of bringing the page to life through 
colour can embed the text deep in our 
hearts, bringing us into the presence of 
God in a new and profound way.” 

Hodder and Stoughton has given the 
Door five copies of the book, complete 
with pencil crayons, to give away in 


book for grown-ups 


this month’s prize drawer. To be in 
with a chance of winning simply send 
your name and address to The Heavens 
and the Earth competition, The Door , 
Church House Oxford, Langford Locks, 
Kidlington, 0X5 IGF. 

The closing date for entries is Friday 
6 May. 



Towards a Theology of Church 
Growth 

D.Goodhew (ed.) 

Routledge 

£19.99 

by Charles Chadwick 

T his book seeks to explore what 
we mean by both church decline 
and church growth. It appreciates 
that, rather than only having 
a discussion on statistics and what they 
might be telling us, there is much merit in 
taking both a historical and a theological 
view of church growth and decline. It is 
keen to explore, if not demolish, a number 
of long-standing myths such as the past 
was uniformly Christian and that the 
relationship between Christianity and 
its cultural setting can always be readily 
discerned. 

There are some fascinating chapters 
that draw on the Church’s rich history 
and reveal many creative approaches from 
the Church’s past towards church growth. 
They also challenge the myth that people 
did not think about ways and means to 
draw people to the love of Christ. For 
example in the thirteenth century, Bishop 
Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincoln 
whose diocese included a significant 
amount of what is now the Diocese of 
Oxford, wrote to his archdeacons in a 
clearly evangelistic letter to “preach the 
word of life ceaselessly and indefatigably 
... spread the light of your good works 
everywhere ... pray ceaselessly ...” 

Another good medieval example is that 
of Saint Francis of Assisi’s developing the 
Christmas Crib scene, which he did as a 
new way to teach about Jesus’ nativity 
to those who knew nothing about the 
Christian story. 

When the authors draw closer to today, 
while quite correctly they seek to challenge 
a mentality that sees the future dominated 
by secularisation with continued numerical 
decline, I wonder if they pay sufficient 
heed to the notion that decline in church 
attendance is part of a larger story of 
national decline in terms of attendance 
and commitment to many, but not all, 



Church Growths 

1 Edited by 

David Goodhew 

Furtword by Ju^tm Wf4by, Arrhbkhop Canltrfcury 
E. LCCUSIOiCmG Y SiftltS 


institutions and organisations, such as 
political party membership, patronising 
one’s local pub, or holy matrimony. 


“...any growth worth 
having comes from 

God...” 


Quite rightly in calling this book Towards 
a Theology of Church Growth, the authors 
appreciate that everything to do with 
church growth needs to recognise the 
tentative and provisional nature of many 
plans and schemes, and that any growth 
worth having comes from God and his 
mysterious gracious love as revealed in 
Jesus Christ. A greater recognition of 
God’s part in church growth and our 
utter dependence on him is surely worth 
continually reflecting on. However we 
all have a part to play and Pope Paul VI 
expressed this very well many years ago 
with his call to love the modern world, 

“Let us love and try to understand, esteem, 
appreciate, serve it and suffer for it. Let us 
love it with the heart of Christ.” 

The Revd Charles Chadwick is the Parish 
Development Adviser for the Dorchester 
Archdeaconry. 


Check out Bishop Steven's writings 


S ome people may already know of 
Bishop Steven’s writings through 
the material he has helped produce 
to support parishes in teaching the 
faith including Emmaus: the way of Faith 
and, more recently, Pilgrim. 

Clergy and ordinands may also know of 
his writing on ordained ministry, such as 
Ministry in Three Dimensions, his many 
different reflections on fresh expressions 
of church or his regular contributions to 
Reflections for Daily Prayer. 

A good place to get to begin to know our 
new Bishop, for clergy and lay people is his 
book, Jesus’ People, What the Church Should 
do Next written just as he went to Sheffield 
in 2009. Jesus’ People describes a vision 
for the renewal of the Church based on the 
beatitudes: a church which is poor in spirit, 
mourning for the needs of world, hungry 
and thirsty for justice, merciful, holy, 
working for reconciliation and distinctive. 

A second place to start is Bishop Steven’s 
novel for children and adults, the Advent 
Calendar, published in 2006. The Advent 







Calendar tells the story of Sam and his 
niece Alice and their journeys with a 
mysterious advent calendar which is short 
on chocolate but long on surprises. 

Bishop Steven also blogs regularly on 
topics of local and national significance. 
Some of these blogs have reached wide 
audiences and been published and used 
by churches and Christian organisations 
throughout the UK and further afield. 

One high proile blog post was Seven 
Reasons to Ban the Lord’s Prayer, in 
response to the Church of England film 
that attracted national media attention 
at Christmas. The plan was to show the 
film during the commercials in cinemas 
at screenings of the new Star Wars movie. 
The C of E film was declared unsuitable for 
screening. 



See www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
newbishop for more. Also see 
www.sheffield.anglican.org/blog/ 
bishop-of-sheffield 


Bursaries available for Paradise in the City 

BURSARIES of £200 are available for people 
aged 1 8 to 35 to attend Paradise in the City 
Christian festival in Poland from 1 9 to 25 
July. 

The Council for Christian Unity is 
offering the bursaries to people who can 
communicate to Christians from other 
churches what the Church of England is 
about and why it matters, who have a deep 
desire to work and pray for Christian unity 
and who will be able to draw on what they 
experience at Paradise in the City in their faith and ministry going forwards. 

The total cost of the conference is £530 with a £30 discount for students, including 
transport from England. 

To apply for a bursary applicants should send a letter to the Council for 
Christian Unity, explaining why they would like to be part of the national 
Church of England delegation to Paradise in the City and how they see that 
contributing to Christian unity, with the name of one referee, preferably the 
Priest in Charge or equivalent of the church they attend. The deadline is 1 5 May 
and applications should be sent to: The Revd Dr Roger Paul, Council for Christian 
Unity, Church House, Great Smith Street, London SW1 P 3AZ.Tel: 020 7898 1479; 
Email: roger.paul@churchofengland.org. For more on Paradise in the City see 
paradiseinthecity.com/en/ 
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Call us now on: 
to register with us 


Paterson 

health & social care 


Who Cares 


Who cares for the elderly, the infirm or those less 
able to communicate with the outside world, amongst 
many others? 

Paterson Health and Social Care currently has many 
opportunities for health and social care workers in both support 
and care roles. Whether ad hoc shifts to suit your lifestyle or full-time 
work, we can help you to find a rewarding role working in people's 
homes, nursing homes or in the community supporting people with 
learning disabilities or challenging behaviour. 

Experience is preferred but most importantly we need 
people who care. 


Excellent pay rates, weekly pay, 
free induction training, Free DBS * 
*conditions apply 



2013 / 13 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 

2.0 CDTi Exclusive Nav Estate 
6Speed White 69k miles 

ONLY 


2011/11 Reg Ford Focus 

1.6 TDCi Zetec 5Dr Blue 
69k miles 

ONLY 


£5495 


2011 / 11 Reg Vauxhall Astra 

2.0 CDTi SRi 5Dr Silver 
62k miles 

ONLY 


£6995 


Miss Clare - March 2016 


V 


I would recommend Genesis 
Cars to everyone 

Nearly New less than 12 mths old 
2015 Ford Focus 
1.5 TDi Zetec 3dr Choice 
of colour 10 to 30k miles 

FROM £H990 

SAVE £6971 

on cost when new 



Cars .org.uk 


Creating the ultimate car buying experience 


Our team is ready to help you... 

0800 230 0238 / sales@genesiscars.org.uk 



yi liiy rM 


Blessed is the man who walks not in' 
the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in 
abthe way of sinners, nor sits in the seat 
?$fc?coffers; but his delight is in the law 
~6f1he Lord, and on his law he meditates 
day^and night. He is like a tree planted by 
l streams of water that yields its fruit in 
its season, and its leaf does not withe r. In. 
all that he does, he prospers. The wickea. 
pre not s o^ j ^ e ^ikeic haff that fhe wind 
drives a 


teous;forthe 

fl perish. 

Psalm 1 (ESV) 


i .wicked will 
or sinners in 


Photo: www.sxc.hu 











Feature 7 

Around the Archdeaconries: Schools 


Berkshire 


Around the Archdeaconries 
is a series of features on 
various themes, inspired by 
the Archdeaconry Plans. This 
month's theme is schools. 

In the first story Emily Nash, 
a teacher from St Luke's CE 
Primary School in Maidenhead 
describes a scheme designed to 
encourage boys to read. 



t St Lukes CE Primary School 
we have teamed up with 
Desborough College to inspire 
our boys to read for pleasure. 
Year 5 boys from the school visit the 
secondary school twice a term to spend 
time reading and discussing books with 
their year 10 mentor and the experience 
has been a huge success. 

Buckingham 



Dorchester 


The year 10 boys, volunteering their own 
time to earn extra credits, talk to the boys 
about books they loved when they were 
at primary school and the types of books 
they read today. They have shared their 
childhood favourites, reviewed popular 
titles and have relished the opportunity to 
have the time to read with somebody new. 
It has really increased the boys desire to 
read and try new books they may not have 
been interested in before. They are always 
eager to come back to school and check out 
another book from the library to take with 
them next time. It has also been brilliant 
for the boys to have such great role models 
to aspire to. The Desborough boys are 
polite, smart and hard working and it has 
really made our boys think about their 
future education. 

Next time we visit we will be using a 
popular book to make a quiz for other 
children at St Lukes to play! 


Award for helping others 


Tree planting at the new St Edburg's 



SOCIAL justice initiatives including 
ONE Can Wednesday and lOp Tuesday 
earned Seer Green CofE Primary School 
the Chiltern District Council Community 
Award. 


thoughtfulness, respect and responsibility 
the children are encouraged to think about 
how their thoughts and actions can benefit 
others, both those they know and those 
they don’t know. 


Janna Holder, one of the Governors, 
said: “Our children have a deep sense of 
social justice, with a number initiating 
fundraising activities in response to their 
awareness of events in the world around 
them. 

“Through the school’s work in 
embedding our Christian values of 


Seer Green’s award was in the schools 
category and was presented to the Head 
and Governors in a ceremony in March. 

Janna added: “We are delighted to 
receive this award and immensely proud 
of our school and our children in the way 
they work to benefit our local community 
and how they support local, national and 
international charities.” 


Oxford 


A new trim trail at St Christopher's 


A £7,500 National Lottery Big Lottery 
Awards for All grant part-funded the 
new Trim Trail (pictured right) at St 
Christopher’s CE School in Oxford. 

Sheenagh Broadbent, the Headteacher, 
said: “We were able to put £1,000 
towards the cost of the Trim Trail which 
was money raised through various events 
organised by our parent group, the 
Friends of St Christopher’s. The Trim 
Trail was finally installed just before 
Easter and the children are already really 
enjoying playing on this new facility.” at 
breaktimes and lunchtimes.” 



The Rt Revd Colin 
Fletcher is pictured 
right with headteacher, 
Margaret Kunzer at 
the new St Edburg's 
CE School building in 
Bicester. 

After performing the 
opening ceremony 
Bishop Colin joined 
children who planted 
trees to mark the 
opening. Builders were 
still working on the 
new Kingsmere Estate, 
which surrounds the 
school. Hear Mrs Kunzer 
talk about the new 
building and watch the 
tree planting at www. 
oxford.anglican.org/ 



Welcoming Brize Norton School 










Advertising 



Dartmouth 

Devon 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 
across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 
twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons. 

Tel: 020 7223 5473 


SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed villa (all ensuite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort. 
Golf, Tennis, Free Wifi. 

Also on Trip Advisor 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265 683 

bripat@brialdon.freeserve.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 


Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door readers 

Real and friendly people... not machines! 

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

LONG STAY AND CRUISE COVER AVAILABLE 
Call now for our early summer offers 

Annual multi-trip cover (max. age 85) 

Single trip cover (NO max. age) 
for UK, Europe and worldwide holidays 
Single trip cover for all departures up to 31/12/17 



Conditions apply 

Please call for details ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the FCA 




Retreat and 
Conference Centre 

01483 766498 



01483 766498 


Maybury Hill, Woking GU22 8AB 
retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 


8 Introducing 


THE Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft 
walked into Church House 
Oxford to applause after the 
announcement that he is 
to become our new Bishop. 

He immediately led staff in 
prayer. Here are a selection of 
photographs from his first tour 
of the Diocese. 

Page eight, from left; arriving at Slough 
and Eton CE College; helping to serve 
lunch at the Churches Together in 
Reading Drop-in Centre (CIRDIC); 
breakfast with senior clergy and staff 
at Emmanuel Church, Bicester; at St 
Edburg's Church of England School, 
Bicester with his wife Ann and Bishop 
Colin; chatting to Jayne Manley from the 
Earth Trust at Dorchester Abbey; praying 
with staff at Church House Oxford. 

Page nine, from the top, playing pool 
at Slough and Eton CE College; Bishop 
Steven's wife Ann serving salad at CIRDIC; 
with the Revd Charlie Cleverly, the Ven. 
Martin Gorick, George Knight, church 
warden and Trevor Jones, the parish 
treasurer at St Mary's, Headington; with 
children from St Birinus CE School, at 
Dorchester Abbey. 

Bishop Steven said: "Today was just 
a whistlestop tour but I'm very much 
looking forward to making longer visits 
to all corners of the Diocese when I take 
up office later in the year." 













Bishop Steven 9 



Advertising 


No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship music solution. 

dfjMp oU in 

nw&icat of fachnfccri 



Sira ig hi ovt qF rhe ba* ihe 
Hymnal Plus plays ov& 

2750 itadillQual hymns and 

macfern waf shsp sangs, 
covering ovet 6000 hymn 
book enrrie:> 

tiow — 

Upgrade a( any lime, choosing From an ev«w- 
growing lisf of (WpfttJOFrtt additions 
Want somelhmg else# The Hymnal Plus also- plays 
your own mp3 and midi files. 

Order your FREE inFormalion pock today. 

Free Phone: 0800 043 0503 




Web: www. hymnlechnalogy.com 

Hymn Technology Lul Hymnal 

Wbiiftip Music Solutions PI US 


The Hospital of St Cross 

& Almshouse of Noble Poverty 

‘ England's Oldest Almshouse’ 


Vacancies for Brothers 


The Hospital, founded in I 132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 



Further information and an 
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 

E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 



E Sargeant & Son 

Funeral Directors 


A life well 
remembered 
lives on. 

Maidenhead 
01628 783 738 

Slough 

01753 520 081 
Windsor 


A funeral is a time 
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of 
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side. 

You can talk to us any 
time, day or night or 
for further information 
visit us at 


01753 865 982 www.esargeantco.uk 


funeralpartners.co.uk 


i; 


Funeral Partners 


Sophia's 

| Genealogy Research 



Who are you? 

Need to know where you are from? , 
Are you too busy to find 
Let me do it for you 
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" A young lady came to see us at the studios , with her baby in 
her arms . She told us she had listened to a testimony on Cross 
Rhythms Teesside, and as a result had decided to keep her baby ■ 
there's a little child alive now because the programming touched 
someone's heart and gave them hope in a very difficult time.” 


Please return this form to Cross Rhythms 
Teeside, c/o Cornerstone Vision, 28 Old Park 
Road, Plymouth, PL3 4PY 




IRH^ITHM 


d I »1 =i 


7.1 FM 


Contact: 


Rafal Deputat Station Manager 

E: raf@crteesside.co.uk 


Please Consider Supporting 
Cross Rhythms Teeside 

Our running costs are kept extremely low, and our not 
for profit radio station is currently entirely staffed with 
volunteers. We only need 40 supporters donating £30 per 
month to enable us to sustain and develop our programming, 
reaching the whole area 24 hours a day, 7 days a week with 
the Gospel. A gift, or monthly donation, of any amount, would 
be greatly appreciated. Thank you. 


Title: . 


. First Name: 


Surname: . 
Address: _ 


Postcode: . 

Organisation/Company (if applicable): _ 


Telephone: . 
Email: 


I enclose a one-off gift of £ 

Please make cheques payble to Alive in the Spirit Trust 


I would like to become a supporter 

Please fill in this form 


Name: . 


Name of Bank: 
Bank address: 


Postcode: 


Account No: 
Sort Code: _ 


Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £ 

from my account on (dd/mm/yy): / / 

Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Alive in the 
Spirit account No: 70984094 Sort Code: 20-68-10 
Barclays Plymouth, Reference CRT 


Signed 


Date 


I would like all donations I make to Alive 
in the Spirit Trust, Reg Charity Number 
278432, from the date of this declaration 
until I notify you otherwise to be treated 
as Gift Aid donations. 


Date 


Signed 

You must be a UK taxpayer and must pay an amount of income 
tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the 
charity reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year. 


Cross Rhythms Teesside 
community radio station 
broadcasts 24/7 to 
Stockton-on-Tees and the 
Tees Valley. That’s a long 
way from here’ you may 
be thinking, but hopefully 
the aims and values of this 
Community radio station 
will not be a long way from 
those of many in the church 
throughout the UK. 

The station engages with 
the community through 
radio using local news, 
discussions and interviews, 
with the latest contemporary 
Christian music providing 
the backbone to the sound 
and ethos of the station. 
Sharing the Gospel with a 
21st century audience using 
21st century means. 

One of the station’s 
founding DJ’s had this to 
say: “We’re often hearing 
from people who love the 
station, for the effect it has 
on the community if not 
the music itself. I’ve been 
a DJ for 1 0 years and my 
grandmother, who is 87 
years old, supports what I 
do wholly. She can’t stand 
the music I play, but she 
supports what I do because 
she loves me and she 
believes in the project. The 
music may not be to the 
taste of older Christians. But 
it’s actually about seeing 


Reaching a City 
with the Gospel 


the bigger picture and 
saying, ‘It’s not necessarily 
what I like but I can see 
it connecting with a lot of 
people.’ That’s the starting 
point and everything else 
will fall into place around it.” 
The radio station is run as 
a not-for-profit organisation, 
and any income goes 
towards the ministry 
of reaching the local 
community with the Gospel, 
and engaging with local 
communities for social gain. 
During the recession, many 
of our projects with young 
people, especially around 
education and training, 
sadly ceased due to lack 


of funding. Organisations 
that used to pay for those 
services had their budgets 
cut or removed, and as a 
result, the station has to find 
new income and support. 

But now for the good 
news: Effectively, the station 
‘re-started’ in September 
2014, with a new Station 
Manager and a new Station 
Administrator, Rafal and 
Ania Dupat. This young 
Polish couple arrived in the 
Tees Valley area sensing 
a call from God and not 
really knowing why. Rafal 
has extensive production 
and audio engineering 
experience, and Ania has 
managed a number of 
community projects. Ideal 
qualifications for a Christian 
Community Radio Station, 
although they had no idea 
it even existed when they 
came! 

Since getting involved, 

Raf and Ania have 
encouraged the growth, 
management and training 
of a new crop of more 


than twenty volunteers to 
produce and present local 
programmes. They have 
also been meeting and 
engaging with the local 
community at large, and the 
Christian faith community 
especially, as well as 
community groups and 
organisations, and listener 
feedback is encouraging. 

“We’re working towards 
securing funding to develop 
more programming and 
training opportunities to 
reach what is one of the 
most deprived areas in the 
UK”, said Rafal. “We have 
developed a love for the 
Tees Valley area, and the 
people here, and we want 
to use the radio station 
to bring hope and light 
in difficult times. As an 
evangelistic outreach, this 
radio station is broadcasting 
to people 24 hours a day, 

7 days a week, 52 weeks 
a year - it’s a phenomenal 
resource for the church in its 


A message from Chris Cole, co-founder 
of the Cross Rhythms ministry. 


It is fair to say that the Christian 
Faith has been the most ‘civilising 
influence’, globally, since the 
revelation of Jesus Christ as the Son 
of God. In the Western World, the 
printing of the Bible over 500 years 
ago on the newly invented printing 
press enabled our civilisation to 
develop our politics, economics, 
education, societal attitudes, major 
institutions and spirituality. All of 
these developments have been at 
the cornerstone, until recently, of our 
liberal democracies. 

It is now the development of the 
internet, digital satellite, FM radio and 
television communications that gives 
all of us who call ourselves ‘followers 
of Jesus Christ’ the opportunity to 


share our stories on these platforms. 

In many ways this is probably the 
first opportunity people will have of 
witnessing powerful messages and 
testimonies of real life in God. We are 
often the first Bible people will now 
read. 

Cross Rhythms as a national 
ministry is growing with three 
Community radio stations licensed in 
the UK, (Teesside, Stoke on Trent and 
Plymouth), independently owned and 
operated but partnering together with 
similar aims and vision. 

Cross Rhythms Teesside is reaching 
young people who engage with the 
music - but it is asking older people 
with a passion for a lost generation 
for support. It is based in one of the 


most deprived areas of the North East 
of England - but it is asking for help 
from people in this area who can see 
the vision and wish to support it. 

We now have a younger team 
developing around us who are 
very ‘media savvy’ and capable of 
maximising the amazing opportunities 
the Lord is giving us to ‘influence our 
cities for good’ by broadcasting the 
very best Christian Contemporary 
music with life changing messages. 

Your partnership is not only deeply 
valued but is part of our spiritual 
resourcing to influence the airwaves 
in a way that helps those who don’t 
know Jesus gain a glimpse of His 
offer of salvation. 


Cross Rhythms Teesside is very grateful to Cornerstone Vision, who have kindly sponsored this page. 








Dealing with the drought 



Angela Sheppard has seen 
first hand the challenges that 
the drought is posing for 
Zimbabweans already dealing 
with the challenges of rural 
poverty. 

I n 2015, when she was holidaying at 
Victoria Falls, the Zimbabwean guide 
who was showing the area took her 
to the village of Chidobe. She says: 
“Chidobe is a village about 26km from 
Victoria Falls town, the last 6km of which 
is down a dirt road. We were greeted by 
Alfred, the head man, who took us to the 
only well which serves the whole village of 
3,000. 

He also showed us the water pipes which 
needed replacing and explained that there 
was no pipe linking the pump to the dip 


tank, a distance of over 300ft. Without 
such a pipe, it takes the women a week to 
fill, bucket by bucket. To fix these things is 
no easy task as there isn’t a Wickes around 
the corner! It means going to Bulawayo, 
hundreds of miles away, to source the 
materials needed and then transport them 
to the village. Neither of these two projects 
cost a Bill Gates’ amount of money, neither 
was a four figure amount but, of course, 
to those there it is more than they can 
possibly afford. It was Moses, our lovely 
Zimbabwean guide, who went to Bulawayo 
and transported the materials needed for 
these projects.” 

She continues: “The people there are 
subsistence farmers and there is no 
extra food grown which can be sold at 
the local market. In September 2002 the 
World Food Programme reported on the 
desperate situation in the village and that 
the maize crop had 
failed as is frequently 
the case. 

“After Alfred’s 
conducted tour, we 
walked across parched 
and arid ground, quite 
scrubby with a few 
mango trees and not 
much else, to his own 
compound where he 
and his family live. 
Since returning, I 
have kept in email 
touch with Moses. In 
the last few weeks, 
he has told me about 
the drought situation 
in that area of the 
country which now 
means that the well 


has almost run dry. Of course, we would 
almost stare in disbelief if we turned on 
our taps and water did not flow. And I 
realise from going online that the drought 
is affecting many parts of the continent 
due mainly, it would seem to be the effect 
of El Nino, although last year Chidobe was 
also affected by drought.” 

Uncertain as to whether Chidobe will be 
receiving any government or international 
assistance to help with the impacts of the 
drought and concerned about the school, 
whose fees many of the local children 
cannot afford to pay, Angela has been 
researching ways to help: 

“I am returning to Chidobe in June and 
have asked Moses to set up a meeting 
for me with the School Development 
Committee who run the school there. 

I want to hear from them what their 


priorities are for the school as I hope, on 
my return home, to obtain some funding. 
I have been asked to give a presentation 
to the relevant charities committee here 
which is exciting - a little goes a long way. 

“In addition, I am in touch with an 
organisation which, for some time, has 
provided funding for various projects 
within the village. Any further funding 
I am able to secure will be channelled 
and administered by them as those 
involved visit twice a year and personally 
oversee the projects for which funding 
is specifically designated while they are 
there. This is essential. Please pray that 
any money raised for the school there will 
provide a future for the children.” 

Angela Sheppard worships at St 
Andrew’s Church, Dean Court, which is 
part of the Cumnor Parish in Oxford. 



On the brink of a crisis 


by Clare Hayns 

IN a country which was once the 
‘breadbasket of Africa’, Zimbabwe is 
now on the brink of another crisis. 

A perfect storm of political failure, 
gross mismanagement of farm land, 
plus the effects of ‘El Nino’ causing 
drought in various parts of the 
country have meant that Zimbabwe 
is in trouble: it is estimated that 30 
per cent of the population, about 2.8 
million people, are in dire need of 
food aid. 

I was there last month with the 
charity ZANE and heard stories of 
people struggling to survive. Shelley 
works in Matabeleland providing 
nutritional supplements to rural 
communities and she said: “The 
situation is just horrible. I visited a 
school and the headmaster was in 
turmoil as two children had to be 
carried there by their friends as they 
did not have the energy to walk. 
These children can walk up to 15 
miles a day to school from the age 
of four, and leave before sunrise. 

The head told me the children often 
come to him with aching bellies 
and all he can tell them is to drink 
water. He can barely support his 
own family, never mind look after 
his pupils.” 

A visit to a school on the outskirts 


of Harare was eye-opening. Children 
who I had visited a year ago were 
clearly malnourished and their 
teacher was deeply concerned. Many 
families now rely on their own tiny 
plots of land to grow what they need 
to survive, and two years of poor 
rains have been devastating. 

The children were surviving on a 
nutritional supplement, meant to 
be added to a meal. Signs of poor 
nutrition were easy to spot: children 
had yellowing skin, patchy hair 
growth, dull eyes, and were finding it 
hard to concentrate in class. It’s not 
just children who are affected either. 
Nursing homes that we visited were 
struggling to find enough food to 
feed their elderly residents and 
in one they were fed one meagre 
meal a day which was only being 
supplemented by vegetables via 
occasional charitable donations. 

Stunting from the 2007 hunger 
is obvious, particularly in the rural 
areas, and now this generation 
is again likely to suffer the long 
term consequences of this tragic 
situation. 

www.zane.uk.com 

The Revd Clare Hayns is the 
Chaplain at Christ Church, Oxford 
and a Trustee of ZANE UK 


Relief from Hope Africa 

HOPE Africa, in partnership with the 
Episcopal Relief and Development, 
have been working on drought relief 
efforts in several dioceses over the past 
months. 

So far HOPE Africa has provided food 
parcels in the Dioceses of Saldanha 
Bay, Zululand, Lesotho, Namibia and 
Khahlamba.The organisation also 
increased the capacity to store water 
with the provision of water tanks at 
St James Mission Hospital, Lesotho, 
and in four schools in the Diocese of 
Swaziland. 

"The drought situation in our area has 
really crippled lives, under normal rainy seasons we plough and harvest and are able to support 
our families, but this time the drought has completely wiped out our hopes to grow our own 
food", said a woman on behalf of beneficiaries in the Diocese of Zululand. 

It is reported that the current drought is being worsened by an extremely strong El Nino 
weather pattern which has brought drier conditions to Southern Africa. Crops in communities 
that rely on subsistence farming for survival have died due to insufficient rain and increased 
prices mean poorer families cannot afford food. 

Experts have cautioned that the more severe impact of the current drought was likely to occur 
towards the drier winter months. HOPE Africa acknowledges that there is a need to reach out to 
other dioceses as the drought continues. 

Giving around £5 (about 1 00 South African Rand) would pay for 1 0kg of mealie meal for a family 
of five. £28 (600 South African Rand) would pay for a food parcel of non perishable food for a 
family of five and £95 (around 2,000 South African Rand) would pay for 75 litres of water each for 
240 families. Go to www.hopeafrica.org.za to make a donation. 

Pictured is a local priest, teachers and children at the Learning Tree Pre-School in Swaziland. 
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Statue of St Edmund 
by Peter Eugene Ball 


Douai Abbey 
Retreats 

May - June 2016 

Saturday 7 May 
Day of Recollection 

led by Alban Hood OSB & Gabriel Wilson OSB 

Friday 3 - Sunday 5 June 
Praying with icons 

led by Madeleine Stewart 

Saturday 4 June 

O Sing unto the Lord - a day for parish 
musicians 

led by Dr John Rowntree 

Friday 1 7 - Sun 1 9 June 
Cana Weekend for Married Couples 

led by Charles & Felicity Hadley 
of Chemin Neuf 

Fri 24 - Sun 26 June 
A Weekend with Thomas Merton 

led by Michael Woodward 

Douai Abbey is a monastery in West Berkshire 
Details from Pastoral Programme, Douai Abbey, 
Upper Woolhampton, Reading RG7 5TQ 

pastoral@douaiabbey.org.uk 

www.douaiabbey.org.uk 


NICOLA Designer 
HURST Jewellery 


A unique gallery, now open 6 years, selling 
jewellery, glass, ceramics and other gift items; 
all hand made in the UK. 


f 


Buy online at 
www.nicolahurst.co.uk 


Nicola makes jewellery on her premises in Plymouth. 
Commissions and repairs undertaken. 
Regular exhibitions showcasing new jewellers. 


□Kjjn 

01752 228000 | www.nicolahurst.co.uk 

65 Hyde Park Rd | Plymouth | PL3 4JN Scan here for more info 



Education 

Funding 

Agency 


Education Fund I rig Agency 
Schools Assets Team 
Floor 

Blshopsgate iRousb 
D arlington DU 5QE 


DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION 
NOTICE 


DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

H AFI PS DEN C HU RCH OF ENG LAW D SCHOOL 

PROPOSED ORDER UNDER SECTIONS 554 AND 555 OF THE EDUCATION ACT 

1996 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN - 

1 . Thai the Secretary of State for Education proposes to make an 
order under sections 554 and 556 of the Education Act 1996 in respect 
of the above-mantiDned Church of England educational foundation. 

The purpose of sections 554 and 556 is to enable the assets of 
discontinued denominational voluntary schools to be applied lor the 
benefit of new and continuing voluntary schools and foundation 
schools of the same denomination within the state system of 
education. The order will h where appropriate, authorise the sale of the 
premises described, 

2 . That under sections 554 and 556 of the Education Act 1996 any 
peison interested may within one month afler the dale of fhis Notice 
make representations an the proposed order in writing to the Secretary 
of State at Ihe Department's address given below. 

A copy of the draft order may be inspected from Monday to Friday between 10am 

and 4pm at n llP*, it, 

Ojci. auz 

Additional copies can be obtained from the Department for Education, Schools 

Assets Team, Blshopsgate House, Darlington, DLl 5GE. 
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Dated 201 5 



You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 30,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes. 

We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 
newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 1 70,000. 

To find out more, contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com 

TD 
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New College Choristerships 




A musical education which lasts a lifetime 

CHORISTER OPEN DAY Saturday 18 June 4.00pm 

Choristers at New College lead an exciting life. They sing in 
Oxford’s grandest medieval chapel, perform in concerts 
across the world, and reach a global audience through the 
choir’s record label and webcasts. Our specialist music 
programme gives them the ability to sing at a professional 
level while making the most of their youthful energy and 
enthusiasm. 

All choristers enjoy generous scholarships 
at New College School. 

For more information and to register, contact 

nancy-jane.rucker@new.ox.ac.uk / 01865 279108 

www.newcollegechoir.com 


1 POSTGRADUATE STUDY AT HEYTHROP 

.SPECIALIST KNOWLEDGE IN 
1 PHILOSOPHY, THEOLOGY, 
[RELIGIONS & ETHICS 



Don't miss your chance to study a Masters programme with us this September: 


MAAbrahamic Religions 
MA / MRes Biblical Studies 
MA Canon Law 
MA Christian Spirituality 
MA Christian Theology 
MA / MRes Christianity & 
Interreligious Relations 
MA Contemporary Ethics 


MA / MRes Pastoral Theology 
MA / MRes Philosophy 
MA Philosophy & Religion 
MA Philosophy in Education 
MA Philosophy of Religion & 
Ethics in Education 
MA Psychology of Religion 


All programmes are for full-time study with late afternoon/evening teaching. 

An enhanced range of funding is available for 2016-17 to support eligible 
students including Academic Excellence Scholarships, Tuition Fee discounts for 
Qualified Teachers and Student Support Bursaries for those most in need. 

Unable to commit to full-time study? Our range of Postgraduate Certificates 
and individual modules enable you to study the subjects you're most interested 
in whilst gaining postgraduate level credits. Choose from over 60 fascinating 
fields in Religions, Ethics, Philosophy and Theology. 

Next Open Evenings: 

• Wednesday 4th May, 5.30 - 7.30pm 

• Tuesday 14th June, 5.30 - 7.30pm 


Find out more and book an open evening place at: 

<f www.heythrop.ac.uk 
Q admissionspg@heythrop.ac.uk 
C 020 7795 4201 


HEYTHROP 

COLLEGE 

Philosophy & Theology 

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 




r SOUTH EAST INSTITUTE FOR 
THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 



EXPLORING YOUR 
FAITH OR TRAINING 
FOR MINISTRY? 


SEITE provides certificate, diploma, BA and MA courses 
in Theology, Ministry and Mission, taught by highly gualified 
and experienced staff. You will study locally at our accessible 
teaching centres in Southwark or West Mailing. 


Interested? Have questions? Please contact us: 
E-mail: admissionsldseite.co.uk Tel: 01227 471 120 
Website: www.seite.co.uk 




OXFORD CENTRE fOR 

Christianity 
and Culture 


25 April 


Trinity Term 2016: Research Workshops at the 
Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture 


Mystical 'Brides'? New Perspectives on 
Love in Muslim Sufi and Christian Mysticism 


Dr Minlib Dallh o.P. 


Inaugural Lecture: The HM King Abdullah Ibn Al Hussein II of Jordan 
Fellowship for the Study of Love in Religion 


2 May 
9 May 
16 May 

23 May 

30 May 
6 June 

13 June 


Science, Scepticism, and the 
Bounds of Christian Doctrine 

A Moral Conscience in Medicine 


Redeeming Gender 


Sickness and Ritual in the Hebrew 
Bible 


Bank Holiday Week 

Mission as Dialogue: Dialogue as Mission 


The Revd Dr Andrew Moore, Fellow 
Oxford Centre for Christianity & Culture 

Prof Roger Trigg, Emeritus Professor 
of Philosophy, University of Warwick 

Prof Adrian Thatcher, Visiting Professor 
University of Exeter, with a response by 
Prof Pamela Sue Anderson, Professor of Modern 
European Philosophy of Religion, University of Oxford 
and Fellow in Philosophy, Regent's Park College 

Dr Deborah Rooke, Fellow 
Oxford Centre for Christianity & Culture 
and Associate Lecturer in Biblical Hermeneutics 
Regent's Park College 

[no lecture] 

The Revd Dr Nicholas Wood, Director 
Oxford Centre for Christianity & Culture, and 
Fellow in Religion and Culture, Regent's Park College 


The Place of Corporate Worship in Schools The Revd Andrew Taylor, Fellow 

Oxford Centre for Christianity & Culture 
and Chaplain, Downe House School 



Mondays at 5.00 pm 
Regent's Park College 
Oxford, OX1 2LB 
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Giving Hope and Freedom for 25 years 



Over the last 25 years at 
Gilead we have established 
a strong family environment 
for our residential rehab 
community, at the same time 
developing professionally 
through ongoing training 
and the inclusion of qualified, 
skilled team members. 

Love, faith, and hope are 
outworked through practical 
expertise every day of the 
year - this is a demanding 
and rewarding ministry with 
25 years of fruitfulness. 

Relapse prevention 
and long term 
recovery is Gilead’s 
goal 

Our relapse prevention 
course, ‘Genesis Process’ 
deals with the root causes 
of addictive behaviour, 
healing wounds from early 
life experience and enabling 
people to take responsibility 
for their choices and 
behaviour. FORGIVING AND 
BEING FORGIVEN IS OFTEN 
A KEY TO RECOVERY. 

Developing a 
sustainable rehab 

Our working farm has 
25,000 free range egg- 


laying chickens, a dairy 
herd, and all the usual 
farm machinery and 
administration - a healthy, 
productive environment 
for people to find hope and 
meaning in life again. 

The free-range egg 
production contributes 
quite well to our financial 
needs, but there is more 
therapeutic value than profit 
in our dairy farm. 

A growing need for 
more purpose built 
accommodation 

We are now building 
the second of our three 
purpose-designed 
bungalows, Faith Lodge. It 
will become home for up to 
8 female students at a time, 
as well as house-parents 
and a support worker. 


The first bungalow, Grace 
Lodge, has had a huge 
impact on the wellbeing 
and rehabilitation of our 
male students, so we want 
to complete Faith Lodge as 
soon as possible. 

The work therapy 
and training 
helped to stabilise 
and train me for 
life outside. I never 
thought I would 
be happy living a 
‘normal’ life - but 
I am! 

- Pam, former 
Student, free from 
drug addiciton 


PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD WITH A 
DONATION OR REGULAR MONTHLY GIVING. 

If you have any questions about our work, please contact 
Lois Samuel on 01837 851240. If you have questions 
about making a larger donation or interest free loan to the 
ministry, please contact Chris Cole (Trustee) on 07957 
433973. 

You can also visit www.gilead.org.uk to find out more 
about us and donate online. 


qih 

J Mar 


cftW & 

I am a UK taxpayer and I agree to Gilead Foundations 
Charity (GFC) claiming tax on all past, present and future 
donations I make to the charity. Please treat my donations 
as Gift Aid donations. I confirm that I am paying or will pay 
an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover 
the amount GFC and any other charities or Community 
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) will reclaim for the tax year 
(6 April one year to 5 April the next year). Council Tax and 
VAT do not qualify towards Gift Aid. GFC will reclaim 25 
pence of tax for every £1 that has been given. 


Signed Date 

Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list 


□ 


Any gift you give will be used for the work of Gilead 
Foundations. If you wish to restrict this for the building 
fund, please tick this box 


□ 


I enclose a one-off gift of £ 

Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations 


□ 


I would like to become a Partner 
Please fill in this form 


Name 


Name of your bank 
Bank address 


Postcode 


Account No. 


Sort Code 


Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £ 
from my account on (dd/mm/yy) / / 

Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14 
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY 

Signed Date 


Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other) 


Surname 


First Name 


Address 


Postcode 


Organisation / company (if applicable) 


Telephone Number 


Email 

Please return this form to Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ 

Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email: admin@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk 
Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909 DIO0416 

L J 


Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 


01837851240 

www.gilead.org.uk 


working in collaboration with 

RISDON ENTERPRISES CIC 


PARTNER WITH US 


Our founders, Ian and 
Bron Samuel, are still 
involved on a daily basis, 
as are their adult children. 
“Sometimes people say 
to us Taking drugs is their 
own fault, why should we 
help?”’ says Ian. “But the 
reality of nearly every 
person we see, is that the 
drugs or alcohol are used 
as an anaesthetic to numb 
pain caused by deeper root 
issues, such as a family or 
relationship breakdown. 

At Gilead we get them 
to take responsibility for 
their choices, but we also 
help them find healing 


for the pain which led to 
their addictions. That’s 
what people support. If we 
showed a picture of those 
people as children, going 
through hardship, we’d 
have no problem raising 
funds. But that’s the 
‘invisible’ reality of what’s 
going on inside them.” 

Please consider 
partnering with Gilead: 

• To become a regular 
monthly financial 
Partner, or to donate 
towards building Faith 
Lodge, please use the 
reply form or contact us. 


• To become a prayer 
partner, please contact 
admin(§)gilead.org.uk, 
or 01837 851240. 

• To arrange a visit, 
to find out about 
becoming a volunteer 
or worker, or to talk 
with someone about 
the work of Gilead, 
please contact lois. 
samuelagilead. org.uk, 
or 01837 851240. 

You can also donate 
and sign up as a prayer 
partner at www.gilead. 
org.uk - Thank you! 


Lauras 

Story 

“I think everyone has issues,” says 
Laura, “it just takes the right pressure to 
bring them out.” For Laura, that pressure 
came when she took on responsibility at 
Gilead, but let’s backtrack a little first. 

Laura grew up in a very stable, loving 
home. Her parents were involved in 
residential social care, working with young 
people. 

“I was a very happy child, enjoyed 
school, loved by my family,” says Laura. 

“I had no big problems as far as I was 
concerned, and certainly no intention of 
becoming a Christian when I went to a talk 
in Dundee Town Hall with my sister. 

“The man speaking was Nicky Cruz, 
who was one of the founding team of 
Teen Challenge Christian rehab work. 

I remember feeling ‘I don’t need to be 
saved from anything’. I had no dilemmas 
or anything, and certainly no addictions. 

“Then he made an altar call for anyone 
wanting to get right with God, and it was 
like a big finger pointed at me from on 
high, ‘come in number four, your time is 
up’. It felt like my seat was burning and 
before I knew it I was up at the front giving 
my life to Jesus.” 

Laura went on to complete her BA in 
Psychology and Sociology. After this, she 
spent a few years working with young 
people and residential care. 

“I never quite felt I could do all I was able 
to do for them. I prayed ‘God, I want to 
work with people who want to change and 
who want to hear what I have to say about 
You.’ I guess He answered that prayer!” 

In July 1996, Laura stayed at Gilead ‘just 
for a few days’ as a volunteer. She had long 
conversations about getting involved in the 
rehab; she went home to pray and think 
very carefully about it. 

She did so, and in September 1996 she 
began life at Gilead on a 6 month stay as 
a volunteer. Her plans to travel the world 
after the 6 months went by the wayside. 

“I found my niche,” says Laura, “it was so 


fresh, and I was able to give loads into my 
work.” 

However, the reality of living and 
working in community brought pressures 
that revealed weaknesses in her own 
character. “Within a month I found myself 
in tears in Ian Samuel’s office, and I knew I 
had issues after all. 

“You cannot pretend everything is OK 
and put on a smile at Gilead. The Students 
are really hard-core, they’ll spot that a 
mile away so there’s no pretending, you 
either get real or leave. You have to be 
very real about Jesus too, Christian jargon 
just doesn’t work with them.” 

Laura has learned a lot about herself 
as well as her role in caring for people in 
recovery during the last twenty years. She 
has completed a second degree (in Social 
Work); and she now works 3 days a week 
for Social Services as well as two days at 
Gilead. 

So, why has Laura stayed with Gilead 
for so long? “It’s God’s plan for me,” is her 
simplest answer. “Also it’s really fulfilling. 

I can give really holistic help, including 
spiritual help, to people - I cannot do that 
fully in Social Work, even though I know 
that’s where I’m meant to be, too.” 

Asked what advice she would give 
to anyone thinking of volunteering 
or considering a job at Gilead, she is 
encouraging and very realistic. “It’s great, 
rewarding and a safe haven, a place where 
you can be yourself with no pretence,” she 
says. “But pray - if you’re not called to it, 
don’t come, because you’ll leave at the 
first chance you get.” 

If you want to find out more about 
volunteering and work opportunities at 
Gilead please email Lois.Samuel@gilead. 
org.uk. 





Comment & Letters 



Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters 
at the Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters 

sent electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words. 

A full stop would make things very different 


Prepare to vote in the EU Referendum 

By the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher 

I n the next few weeks, 
and I think almost 
everyone is agreed 
on this, we will as a 
country make a hugely 
significant decision - 
whether to stay in the 
European Union, or to 
withdraw from it. 

And before you leap for 
your pens or keyboards, 
no I am not going to be so 
foolish as to try to tell you 
how to vote. What I do hope 
is that everyone who is allowed to do so, will exercise 
their right to have a say in the Referendum on 23 June. 
Christians will be reaching different conclusions as they 
weigh up the various issues involved but it would be very 
sad if we simply park the question in the ‘too difficult’ 
pile and miss our chance to have our say. 

But what are the issues that should be guiding our 
decision making? Financial elements are clearly very 
important and the debates will continue to rage about 
whether the economy would benefit or suffer if we 
withdrew. National sovereignty remains another big 
question and how we balance making our own laws’ 
with influencing those of a much larger whole. Fear has 
dominated some of the output from both sides, not least 
in the debates over mass migration, and it is a pity that 
this issue has risen too acutely just at this stage of our 
decision making. 

And so the list goes on. I have included a number of 
resources that you may want to consult further a the end 
of this article, but the key thing is to make up your own 
mind - and to vote. 

It would be tragic if a low turn-out on 23 June meant 
that the decision, whichever way it goes, was made by a 
minority of the population of this country. 


Regardless of whether or not I agree with Mr Martin 
Down’s opinions on the issues that concern him, I 
experienced a sense of shock when, at the end of his 
letter and his quotation of our Lord’s words on the 
subject of marriage, he signed off with the words, “Full 
Stop.” Even after Revelation 22:21, we do not see the 
words “THE END” and few Christians whose faith is 
based on the Bible would expect to do so. If St Peter 

News extra: 

Exploring Christian vocation 

A VOCATIONS morning is set to be held at St James 
Church, Gerrards Cross in Buckinghamshire. The day 
is designed to help people of all ages and stages in life 
to explore the possibility of ordination. Whether you 
are seriously considering a call to ordination or just 
interested in finding out more about the many forms 
of ordained ministry, you are welcome at the morning, 
which takes place on Saturday 14 May 9.30am - 2pm. 

Participants are asked to donate £5 towards lunch. 

For more information email: VocationsEnquiry@ 
oxford.anglican.org 

To register https ://exploringchristianvocation. 
e ventbr ite .co.uk 
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Comings and Goings 


had responded to the vision of “unclean foods” with the 
words, “It is forbidden in the law of Moses to eat any of 
these things. Full Stop,” our faith, if it still existed, would 
be very different from the ongoing living with open eyes, 
ears and hearts to receive God’s word for us to which we 
aspire today. 

Mrs Bary P Roe, Bicester, Oxfordshire. 


A Royal celebration in Sonning 

The former Archbishop of Canterbury, the Rt Revd and Rt 
Hon Lord Carey of Clifton, accompanied by Lady Carey, 
will be leading the 10:30am Eucharist service on Sunday 
24 April at St Andrew’s Church, Sonning. 

This will be a service celebrating St George’s Day and 
also honouring the Queen’s momentous 90th birthday. 
The Vicar of Sonning, the Revd Jamie Taylor said “ We 
are delighted to be able to welcome Lord and Lady Carey 
to our church to celebrate England’s patron saint and our 
Monarch’s 90th birthday. 

“The last visitor to our church who had occupied St. 
Augustine’s throne was Archbishop Laud, so it’s been a 
while, but I am sure it will be worth the wait!” 


Competition winners 

Congratulations to the winners of our competition 
in the April issue of the Door - John Livingstone 
from Oxford, Marie Knight from Penn and the Revd 
J.G. Harford from Faringdon have all won a copy of 
Mindfulness and Christian Spirituality by Tim Stead. 



The Revd Stephen Southgate will take up post as Rector 
of the Hambleden Valley Group of Churches; The Revd 
Philip Cochrane will take up post as Vicar of St Mary’s 
Banbury; The Revd Lynette Sapwell is to retire; The 
Revd Roger Williams is to retire; The Revd Canon 
Andrew Wingfield-Digby is to retire; The Revd Anthony 


Price is to retire; The Revd Robert Jennings is to retire 
with Permission to Officiate in the Archdeaconry of 
Buckingham; The Revd Timothy Tregunno will take up 
post as Chaplain of Oakham School, Rutland, The Revd 
Jane Hemmings is to be Dorchester Area Director of 
Ordinands. 


God in the life of... 


The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is the Acting Bishop of 
Oxford. 

Referendum resources 

Reimagining Europe blog 

- A blog launched by the 
Church of England and 
Church of Scotland ahead 
of the Referendum: www. 
reimaginingeurope.co.uk 


the context of membership of the EU. http://tinyurl. 
com/zgmp5ep 

General Synod - The Church's thinking on the EU and 
wider Eurpoean affairs is framed by the Synodical 
Paper - The Church of England and Europe. For more 
on this see http://tinyurl.com/zrtvn4p 

These and a host of other resources and links to 
campaign groups are available from the Church of 
England at http://tinyurl.com/zrtvn4p 


...continued from page 16 

Jen’s varied roles mean there is no such thing as a typical 
week for her. 

“As a Science Missioner I could be doing anything from 
sending lots of emails looking for speakers for an event, 
or going out and speaking with someone on site up at 
Harwell, or writing my blog. At least once a month I 
preside and preach in one or two of the churches in the 
Churn Benefice, to keep me rooted and I am part of a 
book group that meets every two months.” In her spare 
time Jen is a keen gardener. “I like engaging with the 
living environment,” she says. 

Jen’s interest in astronomy was buoyed by her latest 
birthday present, a telescope, which she was planning 
to use once it was dark on the day we met. “On the days 
we have clear skies that will occupy me in the hours of 
darkness. It’s my first one and very exciting.” 

She also has enough books to keep her going for 


months, so tries to carve out time for reading, and 
is involved in the Anglican Society for the Welfare of 
Animals. “I have always had pets and spent a lot of time 
with animals and there is some good science that says 
we should be re-thinking how we relate to our fellow 
creatures on God’s earth,” says Jen, who has a cat and a 
dog. 

Coming soon: 

The next events Jen is arranging are a talk by 
Bishop Lee Rayfield, the Bishop of Swindon, on 
genetics and human identity on Thursday 1 9th 
May at Ripon College Cuddesdon, and a public 
conversation between experts in the fields of science, 
art and theology on the subject of science, art and 
spirituality, on Friday 27th May at the Cornerstone 
Arts Centre in Didcot. Both begin at 7.30pm. For more 
see www.churnchurches.co.uk/science-missioner/ 



Who is My Neighbour - The 
pastoral letter from the 
Church of England's House 
of Bishops before the May 
2015 General Election. The letter remains relevant in 
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THE Revd Jen Brown tells Jo 
Duckies how she became a 
Science Missioner in the Churn 
Benefice as well as running the 
Cuddesdon School of Theology 
and Ministry at Ripon College. 

W e meet at Ripon College 
where Jen tells me her 
story from her office. “I 
was raised in a Christian 
family so church has always been a part 
of my life,” says Jen, who grew up in the 
US, just outside of Washington DC. She 
married her English husband Chris, whose 
background is also in science, in 1996 
when he was working out there, and they 
moved here in 1999. 

“I loved doing science at school. At 
university, I started as a biology student 
then changed to psychology. Psychology 
remains my main area of interest, but I 
have always maintained an interest in 
the other sciences, especially biology and 
astronomy.” 

Before ordination Jen was a medical 
writer with connections in the biomedical 
and pharmaceutical industry. “I first felt 
a sense of call to ordination when I was at 
university but that was accompanied with 
a sense of not yet’ and it wasn’t until I 
was settled here in the UK that it became 
clear to me that the time was right,” says 
Jen, whose theological training was on the 
Oxford Ministry Course. 

“The way the science 
and religion story is told 
in the media is often too 
simplistic.” 

In the States, Jen attended an Episcopal 
church which blended an evangelical 
focus on the Bible with a more high- 
church liturgy and emphasis on the 
Eucharist.”Being an Episcopalian, the 
Church of England felt like a natural home 
for me when we moved here.” 


The eldest of six half brothers and 
sisters, Jen has six nephews and she has 
regular contact with her family in America 
via email and Skype. “Modern technology 
makes living at a distance far easier for 
families than it would have been 20 to 25 
years ago,” she says. 

Jen has a Masters in the Psychology of 
Religion, and has recently started a PhD, 
studying how faith and ethical behaviour 
overlap. “I think that sort of thing is really 
important for Christians,” she says. “I’m 
hoping something will come out of it that 
the Church can actually make use of in a 
practical way in helping people to be better 


disciples.” 

Her studies put Jen in touch with 
other researchers and scientists and 
means engaging with those who are not 
necessarily people of faith. Being involved 
in research also helps her in her role of 
Science Missioner to engage with research 
scientists. 

“Christians can be portrayed by non- 
believers as people who accept things 
unconditionally and in most cases that is 
not how it is at all. The way the science and 
religion story is told in the media is often 
too simplistic.” 


And while Richard Dawkins and his 
supporters may see religion and science as 
polarised, Jen has never taken that view. 

“It has never occurred to me that there 
should be a conflict. I have never felt that 
science calls into question my personal 
faith. I think that the area that I study 
raises questions about what discipleship 
is and what it means to live as a Christian 
and the psychological processes that go 
into worship and prayer.” 

Both of her roles are part time, and 
currently the science missioner role is 
about encouraging people to engage, 
mainly through putting on public events. 
So far this has included a series of talks on 
issues including neuroscience, psychology, 
physics and theology, and one on the 
history of science and theology. When 
we met Jen was preparing for a talk on 
the environment to be delivered by the 
Revd Dr Gillian Straine, an Anglican 
priest who used to be based in Kidlington, 
Oxfordshire and has written widely on 
the issue of science, religion and the 
environment. Gillian’s story was featured 
as a God in the Life of in the Door and 
can be read here: http ://legacy. oxford, 
anglican.org/the-door/features/a- 
climate-scientist-and-curate.html 

“...the area that I study 
raises questions about 
what discipleship is...” 

The Science Missioner role was created 
in 2014 by the Revd Jason St John Nicolle, 
after a donation from a private individual. 
As that money was coming to an end, 
the Revd Professor Alister McGrath, the 
Director of the Ian Ramsey Centre at 
Oxford University, secured a grant for 
£128,042 from the Templeton World 
Charity Foundation to extend and expand 
the project. “The grant extends the project 
for another three years, so it means we can 
spend time thinking and planning what we 
want to do,” says Jen. 

Continued on page 15... 
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(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Taylors of Oxford Robe Makers, 

Estate Yard Workshops, Cuckoo Lane, 
North Leigh, Witney, Oxon, 0X29 6PS 

TEL (01993) 886802 

www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS' 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0516 


"The Prayer 


Book is a 
profoundly 
valuable 
inheritance 
which we 
neglect at 
our peril." 

Rowan Williams 




0118 984 2582 
pbs.admin@pbs.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1099295 


Join us. pbs.org.uk 



STAINED GLASS 
ARTISTS AND 
CRAFTSMEN 

Design, Restoration 
and Installation of all 
traditional leaded light 
window and door panels 

Specialist in the 
reproduction of hand 
painted and decorative 
stained glass 

Expert church window 
and stained glass cleaning 
service 

EST 1 990 with over 
40 years experience 



N^LEADCRAFT 

STAINED GLASS STUDIO 

3 Malthouse Lane, 

Reading RG I 7JA 
Tel: 01 18 956 8534 
By appointment only 

barrydavis 1 955@btinternet.com 
www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk 











Pull this section out. Keep it handy for your own 
prayers and involvement in the Diocese. 
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The Ven. Olivia Graham on why 
we need 40 days to get our 
head around the resurrection 

H ave you ever wondered why the 
season of Easter is the same 
length as the season of Lent? It 
is interesting that the ancient 
Church in its wisdom set aside 40 days 
for us to reflect on sin and penitence, but 
also set aside 40 days for us to focus on 
the Risen Life - the season of Eastertide. 
We’re good at Lent courses, Lent books, 
Lent disciplines, but how many of us, 

I wonder, spend the same amount of 
time and energy on pondering the sheer 
strangeness of the resurrection? 

And yet, don’t we need these 40 days 
simply to try to get our heads round it 
again? To grasp what had happened 
in the dark stillness of that Saturday 
night, unseen and unheard. To share 
with the women the shock, pain and 
fear of discovering the vanished corpse. 

To feel the utter astonishment and 
incomprehension of Mary Magdalene as 
she meets the Risen Christ. None of the 
disciples came to believe that Jesus was 
risen just because the tomb was empty, or 
because Mary babbled her strange story to 
them. 


This wasn’t good news - it was a further, 
sickening blow. No one expected it. They 
were grief- stricken and confused. 

We don’t have much. Eight or so 
brief and enigmatic encounters with 
Jesus, spaced over many weeks, many 
characterised by lack of recognition, a lack 
of belief. We don’t hear any pep talks, or 
strategizing, or see any training workshops 
for this tiny, fragile band that was the first 
Christian community. 

“The resurrection 
cuts through all of 
our carefully guarded 
certainties...” 

There weren’t any carefully worded 
doctrinal statements. Not even a plan. 

Just the beginnings of a journey into 
new life. The accounts we read are full of 
emotion - shock, fear, astonishment - and 
the turmoil of grappling through unbelief 
for a handle on an event which is humanly 
impossible to believe. Word spread by 
rumour, whisper, gossip. The resurrection 
cuts through all of our carefully guarded 
certainties and securities. 


It challenges our rationality. It breaks all 
the rules. It defies our ability to explain, to 
expound, to defend. It is the best example 
I know of discontinuous change - seismic 
paradigm shift, the crossing of a threshold, 
the opening up of a whole new set of 
possibilities. We need to be gentle with 
ourselves through Eastertide. We need 
these 40 days. 

And what does it mean to be Easter 
people? It doesn’t make us sunny, 
optimistic souls, unless that is our 
temperament. It is something about 
developing both an inner core and an outer 
attitude of hopefulness. 

Being hopeful must begin within our 
souls. Jesus, with patient, quirky, gentle 
encounters invites us into a new way of 
seeing ourselves, of loving ourselves, of 
inhabiting our bodies with acceptance and 
affection, of cultivating a deep respect for 
our need for space, laughter, friendship. 

An inner core of hopefulness. Perhaps, 
from this core, we can challenge our 
unhealth, our addictions, our busyness and 
self-importance, and become more whole. 

Bearing an attitude of hopefulness to 
the world doesn’t mean being glib, verse- 
quoting, annoying deniers of the grimness 
of what we see at home and abroad. It is 


about a way of engaging with the grimness 
that is tough and tenacious, tender and 
kind. Taking seriously our roles as Easter 
people co-creators, co-redeemers, co- 
sustainers, who never give up on belief 
in the fundamental goodness of Eden, 
restored to us through Christ. 

“...all humanity is 
now included in the 
invitation to hope.” 

Being prepared, in a society which is 
chronically anxious and allergic to pain, to 
face into it and to exude our certainty that 
it is not the end, not the last word. And 
to transmit our story of how the world 
changed over that one weekend so long 
ago, and how all humanity is now included 
in the invitation to hope. 

Bishop Leslie Newbiggin, when asked 
what gave him hope would reply that there 
was only one answer - That God raised 
Jesus Christ from the dead. Alleluia and 
Amen to that. 

The Ven. Olivia Graham is the 
Archdeacon of Berkshire. 
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WE CAN 

DESIGN 

PRINT 

DISTRIBUTE 

YOUR 

LEAFLETS 

AND MORE 

• Design 


Our talented designers can give 
your business a great look. We 
can source images and proof read 
your print media. 

• Print 


We can manage the print of your 
leaflets, business cards, stationery, 
and almost anything else. 

We offer short runs as well as 
large quantities at great rates 
including FREE UK mainland 
delivery on most orders. 


• Distribution 


We are able to insert your leaflets 
into this and similar publications 
enabling you to reach a church 
audience in this and other CofE 
diocese. 

We also offer inserts in the Mothers' 
Union magazine Families First. 


A 


Great 
customer service 



CALL 

01752 225623 

sven@cornerstonevision.com 

www.cornerstonevision.com 
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Prayer ideas for May 


This month, instead of the usual Prayer Diary, the Door is sharing some pra 





THE plight of refugees displaced by war and/or 
natural disasters was the theme of a recent prayer 
event at St Nicolas Earley in Berkshire. Below the 
Door recreates the reflective prayer stations for our 
readers. 

Displacement: 


and children fleeing for safety in Europe; for people risking their 
lives to rescue and care for them; for countries struggling to 
accommodate refugees, especially Greece, Turkey, Italy, and 
Germany. 

For smugglers and traffickers preying on the vulnerable and 
powerless - that God would break bonds of oppression and 
turn their hearts. 


Looking at the sea 
of white 'tents/ 
imagine the 
emotions, hopes, 
and fears of those 
living in such 
camps. 

Forced to flee 
from home in 
the middle of the 
night, what would 
you throw into your rucksack? What would you have to leave 
behind? What would life in the camp feel like after a day ... a 
month ... a year? What would it be like to raise a family in this 
environment? How would you feel about your future? 

As we reflect on the words written on these tents, use this 
time to offer your own prayers for the men, women and 
children trapped in camps in Turkey, Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Macedonia, and the border countries of Europe. 


Escape: 

In this space 
we remember 
the perilous 
journey facing 
so many 
refugees today. 

Reflect on the 
boat, saying 
a prayer for 
men, women 


Refuge: 


In this space we remember those refugees now arriving in the 
UK and Europe, 
seeking to 
reconstruct their 
lives and build a 
new home. 

As we explore 
several local 
responses to the 
refugee crisis, let 
us pray for the work of groups like Asylum Welcome and the 
Reading Refugee Support Group and its campaign to make 
Reading a 'City of Sanctuary. What might our response look like: 
as individuals ... as the Church? 


Welcome! * J '"* 

Reading 


MliLiiw. 


Peace: 


Here we 

remember those 
countries from 
which refugees 
flee - lands 
devastated by 
war, terror and 
suffering. 

Take a plaster in your hand as a symbol of healing. 

Write a message of hope, or the name of a country on your 
heart, on your plaster and use it as a prayer for God's peace and 
reconciliation. 


Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 
lpm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral 
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yer ideas. The Prayer Diary returns next month. 

A wave of prayer 



Mothers’ Union is a worldwide organisation 
>f more than 4 million members. Each 
lay at noon, members take a few moments 
o pray for each other and the work they 
lo supporting families. Every three days 
hroughout the year, this worldwide focus 
>f prayer falls on a different group of linked 
lioceses. It is a wonderful support to 
mow that for those days all MU members, 
wherever they are, are upholding in prayer 
he work and witness of the same linked 
;roup, in a wave of prayer which moves 
Lround the whole world. 

‘Each day at noon, 
members take a few 
moments to pray for each 
other and the work they 
do supporting families.’ 

Special prayers are prepared and services 
leld within the linked dioceses when the 
vave comes to them so that members 
done and in their branches can remember 
md pray for each other in a deeper way, 
earning in more depth what the particular 
leeds of their linked members are. 


For Oxford Diocese, the Wave 
arrives on 20 April each year and stays 
until 22 April. During these days we 
pray for each other, our members 
and their work in our links with the 
Diocese of Kinshasa, in the North- 
West of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, the Diocese of Victoria Nyanza 
located in northern Tanzania, the 
Diocese of Ahoada in the Rivers State 
of Nigeria, the Diocese of Warri in the 
Delta State of Nigeria, and the Diocese 
of Port Moresby, which is the capital 
and largest city of Papua New Guinea. 

In each of these places our members 
are working to support families 
and communities; those in difficulty, the 
bereaved, those in poverty and lacking 
education, those suffering sickness, 
including HIV/AIDS, those in prison, those 
facing war and violence; and families who 



want to grow in their faith. To find more 
information please visit our website at 
www.muoxford.org.uk/index.php/category/ 
aboutus/. 

“Come, you that are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world; for 
I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took care of 
me, I was in prison and you visited me” 
Matthew 25:34-36 


Ribbons, Candles, Friends and the National Week of Prayer 



fou may remember the song ‘Tie a Yellow 
libbon Round the Old Oak Tree’. The 
lope was that this would be a signal for a 
gentleman returning after a period away 
rom home, from his sweetheart who had 
waited, that he was still welcomed and 
oved. When the individual turns the corner 


he sees a tree filled with a hundred yellow 
ribbons. 

During the week of 8-15 May, parishioners 
are invited to come and tie a ribbon around 
a tree in the churchyard of St Peter and St 
Paul, Olney, and say a prayer for those whom 
they love, for their town and for the world. 

In so doing they will be joining people all 
across England who will also be praying as 
part of this national week of prayer - ‘Thy 
Kingdom Come’. 


Those who would prefer to are invited to 
light a candle and say a prayer or to join the 
commuter prayer time to be held at 7.30am 
in the church each morning during the week. 

Prayer is at the heart of our life with God 
and our conversations with Him may begin 
with these words - ‘Our Father who art in 
heaven, Thy Kingdom Come’ just as Jesus 
taught more than 2000 years ago, or even 
with the simple word ‘Father’. 
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SACRED CENTRE 


Our Bishops on Sundays 

SUNDAY 1 Bishop Alan confirming at Stowe School. 


SUNDAY 8 Bishop Colin confirming at Shiplake College and 
Burford. 

SUNDAY 15 Pentecost. Bishop Colin confirming at Kingham 
Hill School and the Vale Benefice. Bishop Andrew confirming 
at Bradfield College. Bishop Humphrey Southern confirming at 
Summertown/Wolvercote Partnership. Bishop Henry Scriven 


confirming at Christ Church Abingdon. Bishop Alan confirming 
at Amersham. 

SUNDAY 22 Trinity Sunday. Bishop Andrew confirming at 
Downe House School. Bishop Alan confirming at Milton Keynes 
LEP. Bishop Andrew confirming at Greyfriars, Reading. 

SUNDAY 29 Bishop David Jennings confirming at Marston and 
Elsfield. 


Advertising 



Gilead Foundations 
is a Therapeutic 
Community, 

offering a residential 
rehabilitation 
programme, called 
KEY, for people 
with life-controlling 
addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol 
abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, 
and other addictive 
behaviours. 



Based on a 300 
acre dairy farm in 
rural Devon, Gilead 
uses the Genesis 
Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 


If you, or someone 
you know would like 
more information about 
Gilead or would like to 
make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Aim 
Tel: 01 837 851240 

Fax: 01 837 851520 
laura.alm@gilead.org.uk 


www.gilead.org.uk 
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The church is called to be with the 
people. We help young people to 
study and try to improve nutrition. 
God is on the side of the vulnerable.” 

Fr Lakshman Daniel, Church of Ceylon 


This Harvest, help Us to feed the bodies and minds of 
children from tea plantation communities in Sri Lanka. 


Worship resources and more info 
at www.weareUs.org.uk/harvest 
or call 020 7921 2200. 

Us The new name for USPG 

Registered charity number 234518 


Us. 

every person 
every community 
a full life 




“EXCELLENT 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 


John Kenway □□□□□ btrustpilot 


BRAND NEW 


NISSAN NOTE 
1.2 N-TEC5DR 

£ 149 * 

PER MONTH 

48 MONTHS (9+47) 



HI 

FORD KA 1.3 TDCiZETEC 
3DR (START STOP) RED 58K 



IU;Ud 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 CDTi 
16V EXCLUSIV 5DR GREY 


ALLURE 5DR BLACK 45K 


ONLY £4293 ONLY £6239 ONLY £4641 


Ml 4m — Wll ^ W WIVMB «■ 

PART FULL FLEXIBLE /^\ NATIONWIDE /S\ 

EXCHANGE ff/J HISTORY f 1 FINANCE [4}) DELIVERY TO fftl) 
WELCOME CHECK \^/ AVAILABLE V”/ YOUR DOOR 


i BRAND NEW 
1 CARS AVAILABLE 
f ALL MAKES 


UP TO 4,000 USED CARS PRICE CHECKED DAILY, COMPREHENSIVELY CHECKED & FULLY GUARANTEED 


AUTOSAVE... SERVING THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY FOR OVER 35 YEARS 

oi ifnr-awo ^ I CALL 0845 122 6910 
dULUbdVe T I AUT0SAVE.C0.UK no 

’Based on personal Contract Hire (PCH) payment profile 9+47. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/indemnity 
may be required. We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction. 


Who<is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who 
is like you, majestic in 
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Courses, training, conferences and workshops in May 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House Oxford. 
The deadline for the next issue is Friday 29 April 


SUNDAY 1 MAY 

Chesham: Exhibition of paintings 
and crafts: ‘Sea and Ships’. Artwork 
and cards to buy, teas, cakes and light 
lunches. Christ Church, Waterside, 
Chesham, llam-5pm. Free Entry. 
www.artatchristchurch.org . 

MONDAY 2 MAY 

West Wycombe: Delicious home- 
made teas, visit the Grade One 
listed building and climb the stairs 
to the tower to enjoy the views, 

St Lawrence Church, 1.30-5pm. 
Sundays and Bank Holiday Monday. 
Contact churchwarden Alison 
Rimmer 01494 713447. 

WEDNESDAY 4 MAY: 

Oxford: Live broadcast of Choral 
Evensong from Christ Church 
Cathedral on BBC Radio 3. This 
service is open to the public, no 
tickets needed but please be seated 
by 3.15pm www.bbc.co.uk/radio3 

SATURDAY 14 MAY: 

Oxford: Saying Goodbye: A service 
of remembrance for people who have 
lost a child at any stage of pregnancy, 
at birth or in infancy. Christ Church 
Cathedral, 2.30pm. 
www.sayinggoodbye.org 

Wingrave with Rowsham: 

Gardeners’ Bring and Buy Sale, 
refreshments and bacon butties. 
Wingrave with Rowsham Parish 
Church, 9.30am-12.30pm 

SUNDAY 15 MAY 

Witney: The Lower Windrush 
Choral Society perform Brahms 
German Requiem to mark their 
25th anniversary, St Mary’s Church, 
5pm. Tickets £10 from St Andrew’s 
Bookshop, High St, Witney and 
Rapture Woolgate, Witney, www. 
lowerwindrush.co.uk 


FRIDAY 20 MAY 

Abingdon: Jonathan Veira ‘Larger 
than Life Tour’. Jonathan is a 
Christian singer/muscian who has 
travelled widely up and down the 
country, the compere will be Henry 
Wymbs, presenter of ‘Irish Eye’ on 
BBC Radio Oxford. An ideal event 
to bring friends along to. 7.30pm, 
Christ Church Northcourt Road, in 
the Barn, tickets £10, concessions 
£8, available from Sue Porter 01235 
529142, andyandsuep@aol.com 

Thame: Flower festival, ‘90 Glorious 
Years’, cream teas available, Adults 
£2, children free, 10am-6pm, St 
Mary’s Church, Thame, www. 
stmarysthame.org.uk, 01844 213491 

SATURDAY 21 MAY: 

Thame: Verdi Requiem, conductor: 
Jeff Stewart with Aylesbury Concert 
Orchestra, 7.30pm, Thame Leisure 
Centre, tickets £12 (£5 under 18s), 
www.aylesburychoral.org.uk, 01296 
640221 

Thame: Flower festival, ‘90 Glorious 
Years’, 10am-6pm cream teas 
available, Adults £2, children free, 

St Mary’s Church, Thame, www. 
stmarysthame.org.uk, 01844 213491 

Freeland: Drop-in Quiet Day, Third 
Order of the Society of St Francis, 

Old Parsonage, Freeland, 10am-4pm, 
drinks available, bring your own 
food, free of charge, no need to book, 
drop in for all or part of the day. 

Witney: Witney’s 4th Festival 
of Food and Drink, 9.30-5pm, St 
Mary’s Church. 70 stalls of high 
quality, artisan food and drink, live 
entertainment, Children’s Tent. 
www.witneyfoodfestival.co.uk 

SUNDAY 22 MAY 

Aldworth: ‘Music and Readings 
for a Sunday Afternoon’. Music 
provided by Professor Guy Fishman, 


international cellist. Richard 
Ingrams, acclaimed author, will read 
and entertain with extracts from his 
favourite books. 5.30pm, St Mary’s 
Aldworth. In aid of Friends of St 
Mary’s, tickets £12.50 (includes 
wine and soft drinks) from Maurice 
Allen 01635 578239 or M.allen@ 
comptonpaddock.co.uk. 

Thame: Flower Festival l-5pm, 

Songs of Praise Service, with 
Maidenhead Citadel Salvation Army 
Band, 6pm, St Mary’s Thame. 

SATURDAY 28 MAY: 

East Hagbourne: Scarecrow Trail. 
‘Shakespeare and all that’ celebrating 
400 years of Shakespeare. From 
10am on Saturday until 12 June, 
maps available for £1 from East 
Hagbourne Community Shop and 
The Fleur de Lys. If you would like 
to make a scarecrow for the trail, 
please contact Mary Harrison 01235 
813826. Application deadline 22 
May. We provide the straw! 

Hambleden: Concert by the 
Archaeus Quartet with Nicholas 
Roberts (cello). Mozart, Salzedo, 
Schubert. Church of St Mary the 
Virgin, 7.30pm, tickets £15 at the 
door or phone 01491 571588. 

SUNDAY 29 MAY 

Bampton: Flower Festival, St Mary’s 
Church 

East Hagbourne: Teas served in the 
church, 2.30-5pm, with money raised 
to go to St Anne’s Hospital, Liuli, 
Tanzania 

MONDAY 30 MAY 

Penn Street: Cream teas at Holy 
Trinity Church, HP7 OPX, 3-5pm. 
Bampton: Flower Festival, St Mary’s 
Church, refreshments all day 10am- 
4pm 


Courses and Special Events 


Handling Conflict in the Church: Training days for 
incumbents and those in licensed ministry to increase 
your confidence and capability to work positively 
and more effectively with conflict. Day 1 - Positive 
Meetings - Improving the quality of meetings, 
particularly difficult PCCs (4 May: Charney 
Manor, 9 May: St Peter’s Earley, ). Day 2 - Handling 
interpersonal/one to one conflict (29 June: St Peter’s 
Earley, 5th July: Windmill Farm Conference Centre, 
Clanfield). Day 3 - Dealing with difficult behaviour 
(11 October: Charney Manor, 20 October: St Peter’s 
Earley). 9.45-4pm. Cost £15 for each day which includes 
lunch. Email sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org or 
phone 01865 208277 for details and booking form. 

Visiting Places of Worship: How to get the most out 
of RE trips, 5 May, Christ Church Cathedral, 9.30am- 
3.30pm. Email: training@ oxford. anglican . org 
Governance within a Church School Context: 10 
May, St John & St Stephen Church, Orts Road, Reading, 
6. 45-9. 15pm. Email:training@oxford.anglican.org 
RE and Collective Worship: 17 May, The Downs 
School, Compton, 6.45-9. 15pm. Email:training@oxford. 
anglican.org 

Safeguarding Training: All parochial clergy are 
required to attend safeguarding training every three 
years. Next course: 25 May, Christ Church Flackwell 
Heath. To book a place go to www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
clergy-safeguarding- training and follow the link to the 
Eventbrite page. There is no charge for this course. 


Leading Your Church into Growth 

A well-proven initiative that has been used across 
the country to help churches think about how they 
can reach out better to their communities and to 
grow in numbers and spiritual depth. 23 May to 26 
May, High Leigh Conference Centre, Hoddesdon, 
Herts EN1 1 8SG. £1 20 per delegate. Email sheila. 
townsend@oxford.anglican.org or phone 01 865 
208277 for details and booking form. 


Learning for Discipleship and Ministry: Making 
Good Preaching Better (7 May, St Mary’s Twyford, 
10am- 4pm), Healing Ministry (7 May, Church House 
Oxford, Langford Locks, 10am-4pm), Funeral Ministry 
(14 May, The Barn, Christ Church Abingdon, 10am-4pm) 
Each course £20. www.ldm.eventbrite.co.uk 

Supporting You, Serving Schools: Training days for 
incumbents and a member of their parish to consider 
how they might best engage with their local school. 

In order to develop effective relationships between 
church and school, topics covered will include: in the 
current context of education the challenges and 
opportunities, building a productive relationship 
with the Head Teacher, collective worship and 
assemblies, finding and developing church 
appointed governors (12 July: Windmill Farm 
Conference Centre, Clanfield, 5 October: Christ Church 
Flackwell Heath). 






